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A. General course information.
	Nazwa pola
	

	Course title
	International Banking

	Faculty/Institute
	Faculty of Management

	Programme for which the course is offered 
	International Business Program 

	Course ID
	--------------------

	Erasmus code
	-------------------

	Course group
	

	Didactic cycle
	winter semester

	Type/form of class
	Conversatory

	Brief course description
	The course introduces students to the foundations and modern challenges of international banking, combining theoretical frameworks with practical insights into the functioning of global financial institutions. The program covers the organization of banking activities, services provided by banks, and their evolving role in the economy under conditions of globalization and rapid technological change.

	Full course description
	1. The Banking Business and Banking Services
 The essence of banking as a financial intermediary and the role of banks in mobilizing savings, financing investments, and facilitating payments in the economy. Students will explore the wide spectrum of banking services, including deposit-taking, lending, investment services, payment systems, and advisory functions, as well as the increasing importance of digital and mobile banking in shaping customer expectations.
2. Bank Regulation and Supervision – Why Do We Need It?
 Rationale for regulating banks as systemically important institutions whose stability underpins the broader financial system. The course discusses the goals of regulation (financial stability, consumer protection, and systemic risk mitigation) and the main supervisory approaches applied worldwide. Case studies will illustrate lessons from global financial crises and regulatory reforms.
3. Bank Performance and Risk Analysis
 Students will learn to interpret bank financial statements (balance sheet, income statement, and cash flow statement) and assess performance using profitability, liquidity, efficiency, and solvency ratios. Special emphasis will be placed on identifying risk factors in banking, both idiosyncratic (e.g., credit portfolio quality, operational inefficiencies) and external (e.g., macroeconomic shocks, market volatility, geopolitical events).
4. Banks’ Sources of Funds
 Analysis of how banks finance their activities: traditional sources such as deposits, equity capital, and interbank borrowing, as well as modern instruments like securitization, subordinated debt, and wholesale funding. The implications of funding structure for bank stability, profitability, and risk exposure will be examined.
5. Banking Systems: Comparative Perspectives
 A comparative analysis of the Anglo-Saxon (market-based) and Continental (bank-based) banking models, with a focus on differences in intermediation, regulation, and corporate governance. The course also reviews the functioning of the European banking system, highlighting the integration of banking markets and the role of EU institutions.
6. Supervision and Regulation of Banking in the EU
 Detailed coverage of microprudential and macroprudential frameworks within the EU, including the role of the European Central Bank (ECB), the Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM), and the European Banking Authority (EBA). Students will explore capital adequacy standards (Basel III, Basel IV) and their application in European and global contexts, including stress testing, leverage ratios, liquidity coverage ratios (LCR, NSFR), and systemic buffers.
7. Risk Management in Banking
 Comprehensive analysis of key banking risks:
· Interest rate risk – impact of changing rates on banks’ balance sheets and profitability; tools such as duration gap analysis;
· Currency risk – exposure from international operations and cross-border activities, hedging strategies with derivatives;
· Credit risk – evaluation of borrower creditworthiness, rating and scoring models, portfolio diversification, and securitization;
· Liquidity risk – challenges of balancing short-term obligations with long-term lending, liquidity stress tests, and central bank facilities;
· Operational risk – risks arising from internal processes, cyber threats, and human error; methods of identification and capital requirements.
8. Emerging Trends in Global Banking
 Discussion of new forces shaping the global banking industry:
· The growing role of FinTech firms in payments, lending, and investment services, as well as the challenge of BigTech entry into financial markets;
· Digital transformation of banks – blockchain, cryptocurrencies, central bank digital currencies (CBDCs), and AI applications in compliance and risk management;
· The rise of sustainable and green banking, ESG factors in bank lending, and climate-related risks in the financial sector;
· Post-pandemic challenges, resilience building, and the role of banks in financing energy transition and innovation.
9. Case Studies and Practical Applications
 Through real-world case studies, students will critically analyze major issues in international banking, including bank failures, cross-border resolution mechanisms, and the interplay between regulation, innovation, and competition in shaping the future of the industry.

Total Hours - Student Workload (4 ECTS - 100 hours):
Class Sessions (Including Assessment and Examination) - 30 hours
Reading Literature for Classes - 20 hours
Preparing Assignments - 50 hours

	Prerquisites
	Formal 
prerquisites
	Completed course in economics and basics of finance

	
	other prerquisites
	Completed course in economics and knowledge of money creation, role of regulations in the economy; 
Basic quantitative skills

	Learning outcomes
	The student knows and understands:
· what is the basic definition of banking business and what services are delivered by banks (S2_W01, S2_W03);
· why banks are regulated and supervised, including the objectives of prudential oversight and systemic stability (S2_W03);
· what reliable sources of knowledge and data on banking activities are available and how to use them (S2_W03);
· what factors affect bank risk and efficiency, both idiosyncratic and external (S2_W05);
· what is the structure of a bank’s balance sheet and how it reflects the organization of banking activities (S2_W05);
· what are the main criteria for assessing the financial condition of banks, based on reliable references and literature (S2_W05).
The student is able to:
· correctly analyze and interpret the financial condition of a bank, considering its risk profile, efficiency, and liquidity (S2_U02);
· assess the role of external and exogenous factors in shaping banking activities, applying reliable references and academic literature (S2_U02);
· collect data necessary for analyzing and assessing bank activities, including both bank-specific indicators and macroeconomic factors (S2_U02);
· prepare written and oral presentations on banking activities in a foreign language at the C1 level, with appropriate academic standards (S2_U04).
The student is ready to:
· critically evaluate internal and external factors that affect banking activities, including risk, regulation, and global trends in the industry (S2_K01).


	ECTS credits
	4 

	Assessment  methods and criteria
	The course assessment is based on the following components:
1. Active participation in classes – students are expected to engage in discussions, exercises, and teamwork during the semester. Attendance is mandatory and will be monitored. A student who misses more than one class is required to attend office hours and present the material missed due to their absence. A student who is absent from more than four classes must obtain the Dean’s consent for an individual completion of the course.
2. Projects (max 50% of the final grade) – students will complete up to four small team projects, primarily case studies of banks and comparative analyses. Projects may focus on areas such as liquidity, risk, and profitability. In addition, teams will prepare short weekly briefs on developments in the external environment relevant to the banking industry, as well as written research reports.
3. Final written exam (min 50% of the final grade) – the exam will test both theoretical knowledge and practical skills. It may include a variety of task types, e.g.: definitions, open and semi-open questions, calculation problems, and multiple-choice questions.
Grading thresholds:
0–50% – grade 2 (fail)
51–63% – grade 3 (satisfactory)
64–72% – grade 3.5 (satisfactory plus)
73–81% – grade 4 (good)
82–88% – grade 4.5 (good plus)
89–96% – grade 5 (very good)
97–100% – grade 5! (excellent)

	Type of examination
	Ongoing assessment and projects

	Type of course
	Obligatory

	Mode of delivery
	On-site

	Language of instruction
	English 

	Bibliography 
	Mishkin, F. S. (2018). Economics of money, banking and financial markets (12th ed.). Pearson.
Resti, A., & Sironi, A. (2007). Risk management and shareholders’ value in banking: From risk measurement models to capital allocation policies. John Wiley & Sons.
Casu, B., Girardone, C., & Molyneux, P. (2022). Introduction to banking (3rd ed.). Pearson.
Choudhry, M. (2022). The principles of banking (2nd ed.). John Wiley & Sons.
Other materials, e.g. links to example regulatory standards, research papers  (if necessary) shall be delivered during lectures.

	Work placement(s)
	n/a

	Course coordinator
	

	Academic teachers 
	Dr hab. Prof. UW Małgorzata Olszak

	Remarks
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